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will explain it to itself; nor yet a sentiment excited
by the bare idea or description of an object never
given in experience; but one created and characterised
by the felt presence and possession of its object; one,
therefore, in which the very character and nature of
the object is implied and revealed. To us this spirit
is communicated fitfully and in various measures
through him and from him ; in him it dwelt in its
fulness and without interruption; he alone was God-
possessed in an absolute unresisting fashion.

Aquinas distinguishes the relation of Christ to God,
from ours, as that of an instrumentum conjunction from
that of an instrumentum separatum ; as the instrumen-
tality of the workman's hand differs from that of the
tool. This may not be very illuminative as meta-
physics, but may well be illustrative of the difference
in the moral or spiritual order, vfatttperfect obedience
and love, as distinct from anything less than perfect,
may connote attributions as diverse in kind as those
which distinguish perfectly parallel lines from lines
never so little deflected from that perfection. As
this inward love breaks forth and utters itself in a
man's whole life and conduct and bearing, so too
it will spontaneously seek to embody itself in ideas
and language; it will instinctively seize and attract
to itself, from the categories of the understanding,
from the store-house of memory, from the phantasms
of the imagination, just such an embodiment as will
best facilitate its communication to others; and this
the more surely and skilfully as the sentiment is
stronger and purer. In most cases traditional religion
furnishes a system of expression far beyond the spiri-
tual needs of its average votary, for whom its ex-